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I am fully in favour of providing laptops to SC/ST students to empower
them for higher order learning. Unfortunately, the process followed by
the university officials is not in accordance with the KTPP laws. I am
kindly requesting you to note my dissent to Agenda 7:69(2021) meeting
held on 20th December 2021 for purchase of Laptops for the list of
reasons mentioned below.

1. Registrar of Mangalore University has written a letter to Chairman of
Ms. Kionics (Ref: DEV/8/2019-20/D4 dated 24-07-2020) seeking
explanation about e-governance and data-center project. In both the
projects, the order amount is more than one crore, and it is split into
multiple orders to reduce the order amount below one core, which is
against the KTPP rules. Later, he sent a reminder (Ref: DEV/8/2019-
20/D4 dated 18-09-2020)to an earlier letter, and no reply was
received. This issue was raised in several Syndicate meetings, and some
members voiced to blacklist Ms. Kionics. President of the Syndicate has
expressed his inability to record this statement, as Ms. Kionics is a
government organization, and assured the Syndicate that no business
will be routed through Ms. Kionics until he receives replies to the
earlier letter.

2. The decision is taken in 4th ordinary Syndicate meeting to distribute
laptops to SC/ST students (Approx 330+ laptops). The total cost of
purchase would be more than one core. Again, in this case, several
different orders are created to satisfy the clause of a maximum of one
core order, which directly violates the KTPP act of ONE core
maximum.

3. What was the necessity of purchasing laptops through Ms. Kionics
when they are buying the same from other vendors. It unnecessarily
increases the purchase cost and additional loss to the government
exchequer.

4. Experts in the university do not scientifically assess the laptop
configuration requirements for students, and very high configuration is
ordered through Ms. Kionics, amounting to massive loss to the
government exchequer.
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Laptops

I express my dissent on the purchase of laptops for SCs and
STs on procedural grounds. I am not against giving the
laptops to them. I am against the procedure of rejecting
the first bidder and calling for applications once again and
buying the computers in a way deviating from the normal
procedure.

Parwathy Appaiah
20.12.2021
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