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Course Objectives:

1. Acquaint students with the rich discursive thought and operational experience on Self-
government and Community development at local levels.

2. Help students to identify the resources and obstacles in building self-governing
communities.

3. Impart skills and Capacities to students to build effective local institutions

4. To enable students to involve and relate to the mechanisms of self-governing institutions.

Course Outcomes: The course will enable students to —

1. Develop a comprehensive understanding of the philosophy, logic and operation of local
governments

2. Assess the challenges confronting local administration

3. Have a sense of belonging to the neighbourhood

4. Understand the significance of the existence of the grass root institutions and associating

with them

Block I: Introduction

Unit 1 Development, Democracy and Decentralisation

Unit 2 Decentralisation — Meaning and significance; Local and local self-government
Unit 3 The idea of Panchayat Raj - Constituent Assembly Debate

Unit 4 Gandhi — Ambedkar - Lohia Debate

Block II: Policy Framework

Unit 5 Constitutional Provisions

Unit 6 Committees for Decentralisation

Unit 7 Decentralisation and Constitutional Amendments, Legislative acts
Unit 8 Political Parties and decentralisation

Block III: Institution of Panchayats

Unit9 Nature and forms of Panchayat systems in India with special reference to Karnataka
Unit 10 Programmes, Functions and Finances of Panchayats

Unit 11 Government, bureaucracy and Panchayats — Support and control

Unti 12 Panchayat’s role in Democratisation, Rural development and social change

Block IV:  Decentralisation in practice — Issues and Concerns
Unit 13 Rural social structure — Influence on composition and operation of Panchayats



Unit 14 Government programmes and priorities of Panchayats

Unit 15 Concerns of Panchayats — Finance; Apathetic Peoples Participation; Governance,
Transparency and Accountability; Corruption; Caste, Patriarchy and Challenges to
democratisation; Limited devolution of power; Perspectives on development

Unit 16 Panchayat system in India — An evaluation; Facilitating panchayat system in India
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