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STATE, SOCIETY AND ECONOMY IN MEDIEVAL INDIA - C.E. 1206 - 1757

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

1. To know the circumstances that led to the formation of Delhi Sultanate and the Mughal
rule in India.

2. To know the strategies adopted by the foreign invaders to consolidate their authority.

3. To know the nature of state, society and economy during the medieval India.

LEARNING OUT COMES
After completing the paper the students will come to know the following :

Realise the existence of different types of sources for the study.

Understand the causes of the rise and fall of the Delhi Sultanate and the Mughal Empire
Realise the strategies adopted by the rulers in administration.

Understand to nature of state, society and economy under Delhi Sultanate and the
Mughals.
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Unit 1: Introduction , Historiography and Sources : The condition of India during 12
century- colonial writings: Vincent Smith and Moreland — Nationalist writings: Jadunath Sarkar
and others — Marxist writing: Irfan Habib, Satish Chandra and others— sources.

Unit II: State and Society under the Delhi Sultanate: The composition and nature of Delhi
sultanate — Iqta system — the Forty — Military organization — Central administration —Economic
activities: agriculture and irrigational networks — Land revenue system — Trade and commerce —
Price control and market regulations — Urbanization —State and religion — the Bhakti movements
and Sufism in 14" century.

Unit III: The Mughal State and Society: The establishment and consolidation of Mughal
power in India— the character of Sur Interregnum — the Mughal state under Akbar; centralization
of administration — Mansabdari system — State and religion; Din-illahi — Economy: the agrarian
system — agrarian trade and commerce — situating Akbar in the history of Medieval India

Unit IV: The Mughal State after Akbar: The Religious policy — the Rajput policy — the
Deccan policy — the European trading companies and the Mughals — society under the Mughals.

Unit V: The Maratha State: The composition and nature of the Maratha state — Shivaji and
Swarajya — the nature of Economy State under the Peshwas.
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